
Churches and Mining is an ecumenical 

coalition of about 70 Latin American 

organizations. We are Christian 

communities, pastoral teams, diocesan 

pastoral commissions, teams from 

various religious congregations, groups 

of theological reflection and lay people, 

all united by the challenge of the impacts and violations of socio-environmental rights perpetrated by 

mining companies in the lands where we live and work. 

We believe in the strength of popular organization in our lands, based on the intense work of our 

Christian leadership and on the spirituality and commitment of our faith communities. Every day they 

defend the life of the people, their culture and relationship with Mother Earth, their plans and 

lifestyle in the face of the mega-projects which affect them, product of big interests from far beyond 

their own communities. We have begun to feel the need to come together and organize based on 

the growing criminalization and persecution of our leadership1, whether on the part of the mining 

companies or national governments, often at the service of the mining interests 

For this reason in 2013 we held a first meeting in Lima (Peru), which confirmed the importance of 

organization of the churches at the ‘grassroots level’, of the exchange between Christian 

communities and of the debate about these issues at the coordination level of the Church.  The 

president of the service for Justice and Peace of the Brazilian Bishops’ Conference was present at the 

meeting, which helped encourage a second meeting in Brazil.  

In 2014 Churches and Mining met in Brasília, now as a more solid and articulated group.  It created a 

coalition to confront the socio-environmental violence of the mining industry which was organized 

around the following activities: international network for dialogue, based on cases and denunciation; 

promotion of dialogue between grassroots Christian groups and coordinating sectors of the 

Churches; popular education and exchange of experiences; biblical-pastoral reflection, organizatin 

and communication. 

As a sign of our work and its possibilities, we produced the video “Churches and Mining” to help 

deepen reflection and denounce problems2.  It is available in Spanish, Portuguese, English, German 

and Italian. We have published and disseminated texts of critical reflection on some initiatives of 

mining companies which seek the support of the institutional Church: “A new beginning for mining” 

and “Mining in Partnership”. 

We belong to accredited work networks in defense of land and rights, like the Pan-Amazon Ecclesial 

Network (REPAM) Observatory for Mining Conflicts in Latin America (OCMAL); we collaborate with 

the Coordination of the Catholic Agencies for Development (CIDSE) and with some religious 

organizations accredited at the United Nations for defense of human rights, like Franciscans 

International, Vivat, International and Mercy International.  

We have interacted with the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace to organize a meeting (July 

2015) between the Council and communities from around the world affected by mining. We hope 

that this contact will deepen and be fruitful in the future. 

As Pope Francis reminded the social movements in Bolivia (July 9, 2015), we are convinced that the 

most humble, the exploited, the poor and excluded can do much.  In great measure, the future of 

humanity is in their hands, based on their capacity to organize themselves and to promote creative 

alternatives to the current model of development, and also due to their participation as protagonists 

in the grand process of national, regional and world changes.  

                                                             
1 Cf. www.conflictosmineros.net 
2 Cf. www.justicanostrilhos.org/Videos 


